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This is really REALLY BIG.

HUGE...

From the CDC...

70.6% of those testing positive wore masks ALWAYS.
3.9% of those testing positive wore masks NEVER

This means that people who wear masks, are actually "collecting" the virus
in their masks.

The airborne particles are being absorbed into the Masks and staying on our
faces rather than dissipating.

A clear indication there is a correlation to more infected people wearing
masks than those who do not.

Mortsdity and Mortality Weekly Roport

TABLE. {Continued) Charactertstics of symptomatic adults = 18 years who were outpatients in 11 academic health care facilities and who received
positive and negative SARS-CoV-2 test results (N « 314)° — United States, July 1-29, 2020
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CcOoVID-19
Get the latest information from the CDC about COVID-19.
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If you would have told me in 2019 that we were just 1 year
away from Americans being ARRESTED for holding
outdoor church services, | would have thought you to be
insane.

This is one of the most heartbreaking things I've ever
seen. Pray for America.

0:59 | 4.1M views

From Matt Carobini

10:55 AM - Sep 24, 2020 - Twitter Web App

9.9K Retweets 2.1K Quote Tweets 21K Likes
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DO NOT WEAR GLOVES

INTO OUR STORE.

Gloves art e meant to avoid cross
contamination. For instance, in a hospital,
nurses wear gloves to see a patient, and
then discard them before seeing the next
patient. IF youare wearing the same sef of
gloves all over town you are only spreading
germs everywhere you go- Every door you
touch, the cart, the supplies, your phone,

ur face, money an!
your car door, Yo' favor and just
N

False
Source: Politifact
https://bit.ly/3ILGOTA

Faise
Source: Factcheck.org
hitps://hit.ly/33UMYM8

Source: Politifact
https://hit.ly/3GIDt3a

False

source: Washington Post
Fact-checker
https://wapo.st/391vilo

True
Source: Politifact
https://hit.ly/37cWmw0

“The table featured in the Facebook post doesn’t show that
mask use is correlated with the spread of the coronavirus. In
fact, it shows the opposite: more people who tested
negative for the coronavirus reported that they "always" wore
masks than people who tested positive.”

“The quote is formatted to appear as closed-captioning text
for a video address that Trump recorded while in Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center and shared in an Oct. 3
tweet. A review of that four-minute video shows he never
made the statement falsely attributed to him.”

“...countries with a higher percentage of population fully
vaccinated had a higher rate of new COVID-19 cases per 1
million people.” However...

“The study’s conclusion was not that vaccinations don’t
impact infection, but that steps such as masking and social
distancing should be used along with vaccination to fight
the pandemic.”

“One person arrested, Gabriel Rench, is a Moscow
Republican running for Latah County Commission against
incumbent Moscow Democrat Tom Lamar in November’s
election. He was arrested but not charged with refusing to
identify himself to police when they asked for an
identification card. Rench is the person being arrested in the
video posted...”

“The CDC'’s online guide for glove use recommends wearing
them when cleaning or caring for someone who is sick. It
expressly notes gloves are a bad choice for running
errands.”


https://bit.ly/3lLGO7A
https://bit.ly/33VMYM8
https://bit.ly/3GJDt3a
https://wapo.st/351v1Lo
https://bit.ly/37cWmwO
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Space creature survived
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The fake news that haunted George Washington

MOST READ LOC

L W R R
FROM

GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, Fune 12, 1776.

o My. Lund Wafhington, at Mount Vernony Fairfax County,
Virginia.

Dear Lunp,

HOUGH I wrote to you but a very few days ago,
and have nothing new of much moment to communi-
cate, 1 caniotdeny myfelf ¢he comfort of unburthening my
mind u, whenever I have alittle leifure, amid the thou-
fand‘anxictics and difquictudes that almoft diftraét me.” T
know the goodnefs of your heart, and that you will attend to
me with indulgence and fympathy, though it be notiin your
power any otherwile to afford me ielief. There cannot, in
the nature of things, be a fituation fo truly irkfome to an in-
genuous mind, as the being peipetually cbliged ¢ act a part
forei.g'n to our trie feclings; yet this, alas ! as you know, isy
and muft be my lot. I wear a countenance dieffed in the
'i:d%re;‘dnity of perfect confidence, whilft my heart is cor-
[
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E. Lee memo
their most po
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NOTES ON FALSEHOOD IN THE ACE OF TRUMP

“The 1deal subject of totalitarian rule
IS not the convinced Nazi or the
convinced Communist, but people for
whom the distinction hetween fact and
fiction (1.e. the reality of experience)
and the distinction hetween true and
false (1.e. the standards of thoughtl no
longer exist.”

—Hannah Arent, 1991
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MEDIA INDUSTRY APRIL 5, 2021/ 6:06 AM / UPDATED 8 MONTHS AGO

Half of Republicans believe false accounts of
deadly U.S. Capitol riot-Reuters/Ipsos poll

By James Oliphant, Chris Kahn 7 MIN READ f v

Six in 10 Republicans also believe the false claim put out by
Trump that November’s presidential election “was stolen” from

him due to widespread voter fraud, and the same proportion of
Republicans think he should run again in 2024, the March 30-31
poll showed.

Source: Reuters



https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-disinformation-idUSKBN2BS0RZ?taid=606af4c8a0a3570001acce1f&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
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FIGURE 1. QAnon Conspiracy Theories, by Party Affiliation
Percent who agree:

W All Americans B Republican B Independent B Democrat

30 28 28
23
20
20 18
15 15
14 14 13
| I I | I I I 7
0 . .
The government, media, and There is a storm coming soon Because things have gotten so far
financial worlds in the U.S. are that will sweep away the off track, true American patriots
controlled by a group of Satan- elites in power and restore may have to resort to violence in
worshipping pedophiles who run a the rightful leaders order to save our country

global child sex trafficking operation

Source: PRRI-IFYC March 2021 Survey.

Source: Public Religion Research Institute


https://www.prri.org/research/qanon-conspiracy-american-politics-report/
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Who Shares Fake NBWS November 12, 2021

INTERNET COMMUNICATIONS

Highly impulsive people who lean conservative are more likely to share false news stories. They have

In short, we did not find that third-party fact-checker warnings were
effective in reducing the spread of misinformation that is especially
pronounced among LCCs. This result is worrying given that our research
suggests that LCCs appear to be the primary drivers of the proliferation of
fake news. Social media networks therefore need to find a different solution
than just tagging stories with warning labels. Interventions based on the
assumption that truth matters may be inadequate. Another option might
involve social media companies monitoring fake news that has the potential
to hurt others, such as misinformation related to vaccines and elections, and

actively removing such content from their platform.






&he New Pork Times

In Bid for Control of Elections, Trump
Loyalists Face Few Obstacles

A movement animated by Donald J. Trump’s 2020 election lies is
turning its attention to 2022 and beyond.

f@’Bﬁ»E[iT?_]

A pro-Trump mob, galvanized by Donald J. Trump’s false claim of a stolen election in
2020, stormed the U.S. Capitol building on Jan. 6. Jon Cherry/Getty Images

By Charles Homans
Dec. 11, 2021



THE MORNING NEWSLETTER

America’s Anti-Democratic Movement

[t's making progress.

f © v m @ » [|[m

Stefani Reynolds for The New York Times

a By David Leonhardt

Dec. 13, 2021

Here is an overview of recent developments:

Arizona. Republican legislators have passed a law taking away
authority over election lawsuits from the secretary of state, who’s
now a Democrat, and giving it to the attorney general, a
Republican. Legislators are debating another bill that would allow
them to revoke election certification “by majority vote at any time
before the presidential inauguration.”

Georgia. Last year, Brad Raffensperger, Georgia’s Republican
secretary of state, helped stop Trump’s attempts to reverse the
result. State legislators in Georgia have since weakened his
powers, and a Trump-backed candidate is running to replace
Raffensperger next year. Republicans have also passed a law that
gives a commission they control the power to remove local election
officials.

Michigan. Kristina Karamo, a Trump-endorsed candidate who has
repeated the lie that the 2020 elections were fraudulent, is running
for secretary of state, the office that oversees elections.
(Republican candidates are running on similar messages in
Colorado, Florida, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio,
Texas and elsewhere, according to ABC News.)

Pennsylvania. Republicans are trying to amend the state’s
Constitution to make the secretary of state an elected position,
rather than one that the governor appoints. Pennsylvania is also
one of the states where Trump allies — like Stephen Lindemuth,
who attended the Jan. 6 rally that turned into an attack on
Congress — have won local races to oversee elections.

Wisconsin. Senator Ron Johnson is urging the Republican-
controlled Legislature to take full control of federal elections. Doing
so could remove the governor, currently a Democrat, from the
process, and weaken the bipartisan state elections commission.




1 critique of “mainstream media”

problematic content; as different from “real
Nnews"
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BuzzFeed News This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake Election News Stories Outperformed Real News On Facebook vy B ¢

This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake
Election News Stories Outperformed
Real News On Facebook

A BuzzFeed News analysis found that top fake election news stories generated more total
engagement on Facebook than top election stories from 19 major news outlets combined.

.~ Craig Silverman
- BuzzFeed Founding Editor, Canada

Posted on November 16, 2016, at 5:15 p.m. ET B“ZZieed

WikiLeaks CONFIRMS Hillary Sold

Novembher 16, 2016
Weapons to ISIS... Then Drops Another . -
o ' (13 days after the election)

Trump

facebook

BuzzFeed | Getty Images
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Tweets Tweets & replies Media

940 tweets found | Oldest : Deneld L s -

1. Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST

®@ 20k QD o1k (™) Hide

Donald J. Trump
@realdonaldtrump

Reports by @CNN that | will be working on The Apprentice during my
Presidency, even part time, are ridiculous & untrue - FAKE NEWS!

Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST - Twitter for iIPhone - View on Twitter

First mention of “fake news” from Trump on Twitter

December 10, 2016 (ahout a month after the election)



Trump calls CNN “fake news” at his first press
conference since Election Day.

January 11, 2017 (9 days hefore inauguration)



Trump Hands Out ‘Fake News
Awards,’ Sans the Red Carpet

Donald J. Trump
@realdonaldtrump

Reports by @CNN that I will be working on The Apprentice during my
Presidency, even part time, are ridiculous & untrue - FAKE NEWS!

Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST - Twitter for iPhone - View on Twitter
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This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake
Election News Stories Outperformed
Real News On Facebook

A BuzzFeed News analysis found that top fake election news stories generated more total
engagement on Facebook than top election stories from 19 major news outlets combined.
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FiveThirtyEight

How The Internet* Talks

*Well, the mostly young and mostly male users of Reddit, anyway.
By Randy Olson and Ritchie King

LGN AVERV S Enter terms

0.400000%

0.300000%

SHUFFLE

TWEET THIS

0.200000% CHART

SHARE ON REDDIT
0.100000%

DOWNLOAD THE
DATA

0.000000%

NGQVEMBER DECEMBER 2017

Z00M SMOOTHING
‘ )
| | | [ [ | [ [ [ | |
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 NONE 30-DAY AVG

€WS  This Anaysis Shows How ViralFake Election News Stories Outperformed Real News On Facebook  » B &

This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake
lection News Stories Outperformed
cebook

hitps://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/reddit-ngram/



https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/reddit-ngram/

Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Oct 12

So Biden is coughing and hacking and playing “fingers"” with his mask, all
over the place, and the Fake News doesn’t want to even think about
discussing it. “Journalism” has reached the all time low in history. Sadly,
Lamestream knows this and doesn’t even care!

QO 241k 1] 357K Q) 134.2K U,

Trump Twitter Archive

Twitter has permanently suspended Trump's

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Q, "fake news"

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

searchbox: "fake news" X Clear All

Search tips Retweet filters Deleted filters Date filters Device filters Export

940 tweets found | Latest :

1. Jan 3rd 2021 -10:11:48 AMEST  Something how Dr. Fauci is revered by the LameStream Media
@) 3sk 198k (¥) Show works for me and the Trump Administration, and | am in no way
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TRENDING

Bette Midler Joins ‘Sex Strike’ to
Protest Georgia ‘Heartbeat’
Laws, Regrets It

© May 13,2019

‘Law & Order: SVU' Vilifies MAGA
Kids With Ilhan Omar Character,
Regrets It

@ May 10, 2019

Cher: Donald Trump’s Children Aren’t ‘Worth a
Damn,’ Immediately She Regrets It

Stormy Viciously Refers To
Melania As Female Genitalia,
Immediately Regrets It

© May 10, 2019

Q THE DAILY @hg Ncw ﬂork @ilngg Account

Oct. 31, 2018

The Business of Internet Outrage

A look at the rise and fall of a right-wing website and the imprint it left on our politics.

Reported and hosted by Kevin Roose, produced by Andy Mills and edited by Larissa Anderson and Wendy Dorr
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About Us TRENDING ON MAD WORLD NEWS

Mad World News was founded in 2013 by Corey and Christy Pepple, an ordinary
American couple in Pennsylvania who wanted to share their thoughts on current
issues through their worldview as Christian Conservatives.

It quickly grew to a team of opinion columnists who brought their own life
experiences and opinions to the table, working to bring you commentary about
what's happening in our world today by utilizing investigative online journalism
alongside thought-provoking commentary that you won't get from the AOC: | Was Joking About World
mainstream media. Ending In 12 YRS & Idiots
Believed Me, Regrets It

From exposing the shocking falsehoods that we see in the news to revealing our
perceptions and even speculation derived from the facts at hand, our news
commentary pieces, presented by our various opinion columnists of different
backgrounds, allow the reader to consider a different perspective than what's
presented by the liberal media.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez claimed she
was “joking” about the world ending in
12 years due to climate change,
adding that anyone who believed her
is an idiot. The former bartender
backed away from her previous dire
warning. “You'd have to have the social
intelligence of a sea sponge to think
it's literal,” she said. Well, that when
she got burned, badly. You'll love this.

The information presented in our articles is the personal opinion of the author.
Each of our opinion columnists has their own experiences as Americans, which
factor into the conclusions that they draw. It is their commentary on the issue
reported. We encourage our readers to decide for themselves and use their own
critical thinking skills to draw a conclusion. Unlike mainstream outlets, we hope
our readers will think for themselves, delve deeper to find the truth, and start

r.a

. The content on Mad World News expresses a personal opinion, advocates a point of view

L
=

4 (e.g., onasocial or political issue), or is self-promotional. For the purpose of fact-checking,
it should be treated as such.

TN T EEE %7 W

noted at the top. BETE VIIer IS OINiNg a "Sex SUike”
protest the new “heartbeat” law 4
The content on Mad World News expresses a personal opinion, advocates a passed in the state of Georgia. Yes, i
point of view (e.g., on a social or political issue), or is self-promotional. For the that's right, the 73-year-old Trump
purpose of fact-checking, it should be treated as such. hater called on all the women in
Georgia to join her and “stop having
Stay informed by liking us on Facebook and following us on Twitter. sex with men,” hoping this would
upset the lawmakers. Many Hollywood
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This is really REALLY BIG.

HUGE...

From the CDC...

70.6% of those testing positive wore masks ALWAYS.
3.9% of those testing positive wore masks NEVER

This means that people who wear masks, are actually "collecting" the virus
in their masks.

The airborne particles are being absorbed into the Masks and staying on our
faces rather than dissipating.

A clear indication there is a correlation to more infected people wearing
masks than those who do not.
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The science of fake

Addressing fake news requires a multid

By David M. J. Lazer, Matthew A Baum, |
Yochai Benkler, Adam J. Berinsld Kelly
. Greenhill, Filippo Menczer, Miriam
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Web Literacy for
Student Fact-Checkers

hitps://webliteracy.presshooks.com/

By Mike Caulfield
Aka @holden



https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/

<simplest definition>

(1) general agreement by
(2] people in the know.




e Fact-checking begins hy asking if a source of
Information IS in a position to know (different from
assessing “hias” — though that matters t00).
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1. Look for previous work

2. GO upstream

Web Literacy for
Student Fact-Checkers

J. Read laterally
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Aka @holden
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Digital readiness: The five groups along a spectrum
from least ready to most ready

Digital readiness: The five groups along a spectrum from least ready to most ready
% of U.S. adults ineach group

14%
5%
Relatively
hesitant
52%
33%
 31%
Relatively
more
prepared
48% 17%
—5 ;‘J;ﬁ-\ :-":-ulr ess Gaps

The Unprepared

They have relatively lower levels of tech adoption and do not

use the internet for learning, need help setting up new tech
devices, and are not familiar with “ed tech” terms. The
Unprepared do not have confidence in their computer skills

and are notsure theycan find trustworthy information online.

Traditional Learners
They are active learners and have technology, butare not

as likelyto use the internet for pursuing learning and have
concerns about whether to trust online information.

The Reluctant
They have higher levels of digital skillsthan The
Unprepared, butthey have low levels of awareness of

new ed ucation technology concepts. This translates into
relatively low use of the internet for learning.

Cautious Clickers

They have high levels of tech ownership as well as
confidence in theironline skills and abilities to find
trustworthy information. But they are less familiar with
online learning terms and less apt than the Digitally Ready
to use online tools for learning.

Digitally Ready
They are ardent learners for personal enrichment. They
have technology and are confident about theirdigital skills

and abilities to find trustworthy online information. They
also know the most about online learning resources.

MORE LIKELY TO HAVE THESE
CHARACTERISTICS
Women

Ages 50 and older
Lower income households
Lower levels of formal ed ucation

Women

Minorities

Age: 50 and older

Lower income households

Men

Age: 50 and older

Lower income households
Lower levels of formal ed ucation

Higherincome households
Some college experience
Age: Intheir 30s and 40s

Higherincome households
Higher education level
Age: Intheir 30s and 40s



1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the
simplest thing you can do IS to see if someone has already done
the work for you.”

POLITIFACT

AT THE POYNTER INSTITUTE | WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE
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gnopes Q
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1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the
simplest thing you can do is to see if someone has already done
the work for you.”

False “The table featured in the Facebook post doesn’t show that
. mask use is correlated with the spread of the coronavirus. In
1 Source: Politifact fact, it shows the opposite: more people who tested negative

for the coronavirus reported that they "always" wore masks

|I!!|!S:II llil.!!l 3"-&01‘ than people who tested positive.”

False “The quote is formatted to appear as closed-captioning text
for a video address that Trump recorded while in Walter Reed

Source: Factcheck.org National Military Medical Center and shared in an Oct. 3

tweet. A review of that four-minute video shows he never

h!!I!S:I/ llll.!ll 33'“'“8 made the statement falsely attributed to him.”

“...countries with a higher percentage of population fully
vaccinated had a higher rate of new COVID-19 cases per 1
million people.” However...

s““rce: Pllllllfact “The study's conclusion was not that vaccinations don't
ngns:l Illll.!'laalnlaa impact infection, but that steps such as masking and social

distancing should be used along with vaccination to fight the
pandemic.”

False “One person arrested, Gabriel Rench, is a Moscow
Republican running for Latah County Commission against
scume. Wasningtnn Post incumbent Moscow Democrat Tom Lamar in November's
" election. He was arrested but not charged with refusing to
Fact-checker identify himself to police when they asked for an identification

card. Rench is the person being arrested in the video
hitps://wapo.st/35Iile  occo - P °

DO NOT WEAR GLOVES
INTO OUR STORE

T"le “The CDC's online guide for glove use recommends wearing

Source: Politifact them when cleaning or caring for someone who is sick. It
= expressly notes gloves are a bad choice for running errands.”
https://bit.ly/31cWmw0




2. Go upstream

“Most weh content is not original. Get to the original source to
understand the trustworthiness of the information.”

Chris Jeffreys
10 hrs - §

This is really REALLY BIG.

HUGE...

From the CDC...

70.6% of those testing positive wore masks ALWAYS.
3.9% of those testing positive wore masks NEVER

This means that people who wear masks, are actually "collecting" the virus
in their masks.

The airborne particles are being absorbed into the Masks and staying on our
faces rather than dissipating.

A clear indication there is a correlation to more infected people wearing
masks than those who do not.

TABLE {Continued) Charactertitics of symptomatic adults = 18 years who were outpatients in 11 academic health care facilities and who received
positive and negative SARS-CoV-2 test results (N « 314)° — United States, July 1-29, 2020

Mo
Care pationts Camtrot partic ganty
Oraeac termatu " - 154 n - 160 P vaboe
Previous close contact with & person with bnown COVID 19 (misng - |
Relationshep 19 close contact with known COVIO- 19 in « 88
Beported Use of Outh lace (ivering ov =tk |4 days bubore St et (2
. .
- . . w - N . N
. - " Me A

O Y O 352 69 comments 814 shares

I Please note: This report has been corrected. An erratum has been published. |

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

Community and Close Contact Exposures Associated with COVID-19 Among
Symptomatic Adults >18 Years in 11 Outpatient Health Care Facilities —
United States, July 2020

Kiva A. Fisher, PhD'; Mark W. Tenforde, MD, PhD!?2; Leora R. Feldstein, PhD'; Christopher J. Lindsell, PhD?4; Nathan I. Shapiro, MD35;
D. Clark Files, MD3S; Kevin W. Gibbs, MD3$; Heidi L. Erickson, MD37; Matthew E. Prekker, MD37; Jay S. Steingrub, MD3$;
Matthew C. Exline, MD3%; Daniel J. Henning, MD?!%; Jennifer G. Wilson, MD?!1; Samuel M. Brown, MD3!2; Ithan D. Peltan, MD312;
Todd W. Rice, MD34; David N. Hager, MD, PhD%13; Adit A. Ginde, MD>!4; H. Keipp Talbot, MD34; Jonathan D. Casey, MD3%;
Carlos G. Grijalva, MD34; Brendan Flannery, PhD'; Manish M. Patel, MD'; Wesley H. Self, MD3%;

IVY Network Investigators; CDC COVID-19 Response Team

Community and close contact exposures continue to drive
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. CDC
and other public health authorities recommend community
mitigation strategies to reduce transmission of SARS-CoV-2,
the virus that causes COVID-19 (7,2). Characterization of
community exposures can be difficult to assess when widespread
transmission is occurring, especially from asymptomatic per-
sons within inherently interconnected communities. Potential
exposures, such as close contact with a person with confirmed
COVID-19, have primarily been assessed among COVID-19
cases, without a non-COVID-19 comparison group (3,4). To
assess community and close contact exposures associated with
COVID-19, exposures reported by case-patients (154) were
compared with exposures reported by control-participants (160).
Case-patients were symptomatic adults (persons aged 218 years)
with SARS-CoV-2 infection confirmed by reverse transcrip-
tion—polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing. Control-
participants were symptomatic outpatient adults from the same
health care facilities who had negative SARS-CoV-2 test results.
Close contact with a person with known COVID-19 was more
commonly reported among case-patients (42%) than among
control-participants (14%). Case-patients were more likely to
have reported dining at a restaurant (any area designated by the
restaurant, including indoor, patio, and outdoor seating) in the
2 weeks preceding illness onset than were control-participants
(adjusted odds ratio [aOR] = 2.4; 95% confidence interval
[CI] = 1.5-3.8). Restricting the analysis to participants without
known close contact with a person with confirmed COVID-19,
case-patients were more likely to report dining at a restaurant
(aOR = 2.8, 95% CI = 1.9-4.3) or going to a bar/coffee shop
(aOR =3.9, 95% CI = 1.5-10.1) than were control-participants.
Exposures and activities where mask use and social distancing are
difficult to maintain, including going to places that offer on-site
eating or drinking, might be important risk factors for acquiring
COVID-19. As communities reopen, efforts to reduce possible
exposures at locations that offer on-site eating and drinking
options should be considered to protect customers, employees,
and communities.

This investigation included adults aged 218 years who
received a first test for SARS-CoV-2 infection at an outpatient
testing or health care center at one of 11 Influenza Vaccine
Effectiveness in the Critically Ill (IVY) Network sites* during
July 1-29, 2020 (5). A COVID-19 case was confirmed by
RT-PCR testing for SARS-CoV-2 RNA from respiratory speci-
mens. Assays varied among facilities. Each site generated lists
of adults tested within the study period by laboratory result;
adults with laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 were selected by
random sampling as case-patients. For each case-patient, two
adults with negative SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR test results were
randomly selected as control-participants and matched by age,
sex, and study location. After randomization and matching,
615 potential case-patients and 1,212 control-participants
were identified and contacted 14-23 days after the date they
received SARS-CoV-2 testing. Screening questions were asked
to identify eligible adults. Eligible adults for the study were
symptomatic at the time of their first SARS-CoV-2 test.

CDC personnel administered structured interviews in
English or five other languages’ by telephone and entered
data into REDCap software (6). Among 802 adults contacted
and who agreed to participate (295 case-patients and 507
control-participants), 332 reported symptoms at the time of
initial SARS-CoV-2 testing and were enrolled in the study.
Eighteen interviews were excluded because of nonresponse to
the community exposure questions. The final analytic sample
(314) included 154 case-patients (positive SARS-CoV-2 test
results) and 160 control-participants (negative SARS-CoV-2

*Baystate Medical Center, Springfield, Massachusetts; Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts; University of Colorado School of
Medicine, Aurora, Colorado; Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis,
Minnesota; Intermountain Healthcare, Salt Lake City, Utah; Ohio State
University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio; Wake Forest University
Baptist Medical Center, Winston-Salem, North Carolina; Vanderbilt University
Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee; John Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore,
Maryland; Stanford University Medical Center, Palo Alto, California; University
of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, Washington). Participating states
include California, Colorado, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North
Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Utah, and Washington.

 Other languages included Spanish, Arabic, Vietnamese, Portuguese, and Russian.

1258 MMWR / September 11,2020 / Vol.69 / No.36 US Department of Health and Human Services/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention




2. Go upstream
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J. Read laterally

“Once you get to the source of a claim, read what other peopie say
ahout the source (publication, author, etc.). The truth is in the
network."

| - ] BREITBART
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far-rightl°!

Breitbart News

misogynistic, xenophobic, and racist

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Breitbart" redirects here. For other uses, see Breitbart (surname).

Breitbart News Network (known commonly as Breitbart News, Breitbart or Breitbart.com) is an American far-right[S] syndicated news, opinion and

commentary!”I18] website founded in mid-2007 by American conservative commentator A

ndrew Breitbart, who conceived it as "the Huffington Post of the

right".[4I9I110] ts journalists are widely considered to be ideologically driven, and some of its content has been called misogynistic, xenophobic, and racist by liberals
and many traditional conservatives alike.['!] The site hiis published a number of conspiracy theories!?l'3] and intentionally misleading stories.['4/°]

Breitbart News aligned with the alt-right under the mg@nagement of former executive chaifman Steve Bannon,['8! who declared the website "the platform for the alt-
right" in 2016.1'71 In 2016, Breitbart News became & virtual rallying spot for supporters off Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign.[“] The company's

management, together with former staff member Milo Yiannopoulos, solicited ideas for s
supremacist groups and individuals.!'8l['®] After the election, more than 2,000 organizati
campaigns denouncing the site's controversial positions.[20l211[22]123]

ories from, and worked to advance and market ideas of, neo-Nazi and white
pns removed Breitbart News from ad buys following Internet activism

Breitbart News is headquartered in Los Angelgs, with bureaus in Texas, London, and Jerusalem. Co-founder Larry Solov is the co-owner (along with Andrew

Breitbart's widow Susie Breitbart and the Mefcer family)24l and CEO, while Alex Marlow

' ideologically driven,

is the editor-in-chief, Wynton Hall is managing editor,/?®! and Joel Pollak!4]

Breitbart News Network

ART

BREITB

Type of site

Available in

Owner

Screenshot [show]
Politics
News and opinion
English
Breitbart News Network,
LLct

' has published a number of conspiracy theories!!2ll'3] and intentionally misleading stories.!'411°]







1. Professional fact-checking

Institutions: universities, news agencies, advocacy groups

FIRSTDRAFT [
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2. De-monetizing bad content

Institutions: platforms (Google, Facehook, Twitter, Amazon), government,
advocacy groups

» Google AdSense

Audience
Network




Institutions: platforms (Google, Facehook, Twitter, Amazon), tech companies
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Make structural changes
4. Reguilation

Institutions: government
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You Won't Believe What Obama Says In This Video! @&
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE1KWpoX9Hk
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