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2\ John W. Rich (Fake Tech Exec)
@Cokedupoptions
Congratulations to the IRS on winning the $846.3
million Mega Millions Jackpot!

— F()rbes Subscribe Sign In

TAXES * EDITORS' PICK
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3 Planned Parenthood Votes TV ad:

“Mehmet 0zis so extreme he wants to make ahortion a
crime in Pennsylvania.”

_ ABORTION A CRIME
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“The leading cause of death among children iIs a firearm.”

MASS SCHOOL SHOOTING IN UVALDE, TEXAS

SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER
D-New York, Majority Leader
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Congratulations to the IRS on winning the $846.3
million Mega Millions Jackpot!
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source: Politifact
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Winner Of $1.28 Billion Lottery
Gets $433.7 Million After Tax
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“Experts told The Associated Press there’s no
documentation of bull sharks in the Great Lakes. The
myth also has been debunked by organizations such as

the Shedd Aquarium (on Lake Michigan) and the Great Lakes
Echo, produced by Michigan State University’s Knight Center
for Environmental Journalism.”

“The user appears to have based this assumption on a
mistaken calculation based on the headline and not on
the content of the article itself, which details how the lottery
winnings get paid out and what taxes are owed.

“While Oz has said that he supports restrictions, he’s been
silent on the question of what criminal penalties, if any, should
be applied to patients or doctors.”

“The CDC publishes data on the leading causes of death
among different demographic groups, providing the most
reliable data. In 2020, the leading cause of death among
children ages one through 18 involved a firearm.”

“If infants are included, rankings of the leading causes of
death for children up to age 18 change.”


https://bit.ly/3QueJ40
https://bit.ly/3QlFCao
https://bit.ly/3bKqHrj
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i REUTERS

MEDIA INDUSTRY APRIL 5, 2021/ 6:06 AM / UPDATED 8 MONTHS AGO

Half of Republicans believe false accounts of
deadly U.S. Capitol riot-Reuters/Ipsos poll

By James Oliphant, Chris Kahn 7 MIN READ f v

Six in 10 Republicans also believe the false claim put out by
Trump that November’s presidential election “was stolen” from

him due to widespread voter fraud, and the same proportion of
Republicans think he should run again in 2024, the March 30-31
poll showed.

Source: Reuters



https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-disinformation-idUSKBN2BS0RZ?taid=606af4c8a0a3570001acce1f&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
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FIGURE 1. QAnon Conspiracy Theories, by Party Affiliation
Percent who agree:
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The government, media, and There is a storm coming soon Because things have gotten so far
financial worlds in the U.S. are that will sweep away the off track, true American patriots
controlled by a group of Satan- elites in power and restore may have to resort to violence in
worshipping pedophiles who run a the rightful leaders order to save our country

global child sex trafficking operation

Source: PRRI-IFYC March 2021 Survey.

Source: Public Religion Research Institute


https://www.prri.org/research/qanon-conspiracy-american-politics-report/

How a Trump-backed ‘QAnon whack i The .
job’ won with Democratic ‘collusion’ Guardl an

News website of the year

Republican Dan Cox won nomination for Maryland governor,
but current governor says that was thanks to Democrats
promoting extremist opponents they think will be easier prey

© Dan Cox shakes hands with a supporter on primary night in Emmitsburg, Maryland. Photograph:
Kenneth K Lam/AP

In a midterm election year, Democrats have sought to boost pro-Trump
Republicans in competitive states, placing the risky bet that as the January 6
committee remains in the headlines, extremists who support the former
president’s lie about electoral fraud in his 2020 defeat will prove unpalatable
to voters.
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€he New York Times

THE CONVERSATION

Academic rigor, jounalistic flair

COVID-19 Arts + Culture Economy Education Environment + Energy Emncnaenglo ﬂ Polcsrsaclety Science + Technology B RO OKI NG S How Russian Pr opaganda Is Reaching
N Beyond English Speakers

Social media companies have taken steps to restrict Russian state

SERIES: The Strengthening American Democracy Initiative

media accounts. But posts from those accounts still spread in
Spanish, Arabic and other languages and in places outside the
West.

£F Give this article ~ [ CJ 164
Ivermectin, blood washing, ozone: how long

COVID survivors are being sold the next
round of miracle cures ;

Published: August 7, 2022 4.42pm EDT
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Hunting for Voter Fraud, Conspiracy

L] L] ‘ ’
Theorists Or. ganize Stakeouts Misinformation is eroding the public’s
A nascent effort to surveil drop boxes for potential fraud is taking confidence in democracy

shape in at least 10 states, worrying election officials and law
Gabriel R. Sanchez, Keesha Middlemass, and Aila Rodriguez - Tuesday, July 26, 2022

enforcement.

Rescuers and service members at a shopping mall hit by a Russian missile in
Kremenchuk, Ukraine, in June. Reuters

hGivethisarticle A []
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A jury finds Infowars conspiracy theorist Alex Jones should pay Di PROPUBLICA
$45.2 million in punitive damages to the parents of a Sandy Hook Investigative Journalism in the Public Interest
shooting victim
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| CONTENT BY COMPARECREDIT™ > How MiSillfOl'mation About

Hands down the top credit card of 2022

Get 2$200 bonus after you spend 500 within 3 COVID vaCCines and Pregnancy

months

Took Root Early On and Why It

OFFICIAL
BALLOT

DROP
BOX

0% intro on purchases for 15 months and balance
transfers

Before coronavirus vaccines were even released, a disinformation campaign used
a moment of national and personal vulnerability to prey on those who were
Dropping off a ballot during Arizona’s primary election in Mesa in early August. pregnant or who planned to become pregnant.

Mobilization efforts to surveil boxes in several states target so-called ballot mules.

Rebecca Noble for The New York Times
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The Washington Post

RETROPOLIS

The fake news that haunted George

Washington

@ By Gregory S. Schneider

April 10, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. EDT
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New-York, Fune 12, 1776.

%o Mr. Lund Wafbington, at Mount Vernony Fairfax County,
Virginia.

Dear Lunp,

lise = 7 *': 3
et o HOUGH I wrote to you but a very few days ago,

© el and“ have nothmg new or much moment to communi-
F cate, 1 canihot deny myfc omfort of unburthening my

whcnchr I havc a little leifure, amid the thou-
ﬁnd‘anmctlcs and difquictudes that almoft diftra® me.” T
know the goodnefs of your heart, and that you will attend to .
me with indulgence and fymbathy, though it be notiin your
poWer any otherwile to afford me ielief. There cannot, in

the naturé of things, be a fituation fo truly irkfome to an in-
genuous mind, as the being peipetually obliged to aék a part
foreign to our true feclmga; yet this, alas ! as you know, isy

and muft be my lot. I wear a countenance dieffed in the

‘ dm:y of perfeét confidence, whilft my heart is wtir :
" a prehenﬁpns, and [ have no bof: ,
! .n op!n. Tc}lm,':ﬂﬂha 3 for




“The ideal subject of totalitarian
rule Is not the convinced Nazi or
the convinced Gommunist, hut
people for whom the distinction
between fact and fiction (i.e. the
reality of experience) and the
distinction hetween true and
false ... no longer exist.”

Containing two new chapters: IDEOLOGY AND TERROR
& REFLECTIONS ON THE HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION

—Hannah Arent, 1991

MERINDIAN RONKS Mo Itm






BuzzFeed News This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake Election News Stories Outperformed Real News On Facebook vy B ¢

This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake
Election News Stories Outperformed
Real News On Facebook

A BuzzFeed News analysis found that top fake election news stories generated more total
engagement on Facebook than top election stories from 19 major news outlets combined.

.~ Craig Silverman
- BuzzFeed Founding Editor, Canada

Posted on November 16, 2016, at 5:15 p.m. ET B“ZZieed

WikiLeaks CONFIRMS Hillary Sold

Novembher 16, 2016
Weapons to ISIS... Then Drops Another . -
o ' (13 days after the election)

Trump

facebook

BuzzFeed | Getty Images
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Tweets Tweets & replies Media

940 tweets found | Oldest : Deneld L s -

1. Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST

®@ 20k QD o1k (™) Hide

Donald J. Trump
@realdonaldtrump

Reports by @CNN that | will be working on The Apprentice during my
Presidency, even part time, are ridiculous & untrue - FAKE NEWS!

Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST - Twitter for iIPhone - View on Twitter

First mention of “fake news” from Trump on Twitter

December 10, 2016 (ahout a month after the election)



Trump Hands Out ‘Fake News
Awards,’ Sans the Red Carpet

Donald J. Trump
@realdonaldtrump

Reports by @CNN that I will be working on The Apprentice during my
Presidency, even part time, are ridiculous & untrue - FAKE NEWS!

Dec 10th 2016 - 9:11:49 AM EST - Twitter for iPhone - View on Twitter
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1 critioue of ‘mainstream media”




Trump calls CNN “fake news” at his first press
conference since Election Day.

January 11, 2017 (9 days hefore inauguration)



Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Oct 12

So Biden is coughing and hacking and playing “fingers"” with his mask, all
over the place, and the Fake News doesn’t want to even think about
discussing it. “Journalism” has reached the all time low in history. Sadly,
Lamestream knows this and doesn’t even care!

QO 241k 1] 357K Q) 134.2K U,

Trump Twitter Archive

Twitter has permanently suspended Trump's

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Q, "fake news"
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searchbox: "fake news" X Clear All

Search tips Retweet filters Deleted filters Date filters Device filters Export

940 tweets found | Latest :

1. Jan 3rd 2021 -10:11:48 AMEST  Something how Dr. Fauci is revered by the LameStream Media
@) 3sk 198k (¥) Show works for me and the Trump Administration, and | am in no way
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TRENDING

Bette Midler Joins ‘Sex Strike’ to
Protest Georgia ‘Heartbeat’
Laws, Regrets It

© May 13,2019

‘Law & Order: SVU' Vilifies MAGA
Kids With Ilhan Omar Character,
Regrets It

@ May 10, 2019

Cher: Donald Trump’s Children Aren’t ‘Worth a
Damn,’ Immediately She Regrets It

Stormy Viciously Refers To
Melania As Female Genitalia,
Immediately Regrets It

© May 10, 2019

Q THE DAILY @hg Ncw ﬂork @ilngg Account

Oct. 31, 2018

The Business of Internet Outrage

A look at the rise and fall of a right-wing website and the imprint it left on our politics.

Reported and hosted by Kevin Roose, produced by Andy Mills and edited by Larissa Anderson and Wendy Dorr
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About Us TRENDING ON MAD WORLD NEWS

Mad World News was founded in 2013 by Corey and Christy Pepple, an ordinary
American couple in Pennsylvania who wanted to share their thoughts on current
issues through their worldview as Christian Conservatives.

It quickly grew to a team of opinion columnists who brought their own life
experiences and opinions to the table, working to bring you commentary about
what's happening in our world today by utilizing investigative online journalism
alongside thought-provoking commentary that you won't get from the AOC: | Was Joking About World
mainstream media. Ending In 12 YRS & Idiots
Believed Me, Regrets It

From exposing the shocking falsehoods that we see in the news to revealing our
perceptions and even speculation derived from the facts at hand, our news
commentary pieces, presented by our various opinion columnists of different
backgrounds, allow the reader to consider a different perspective than what's
presented by the liberal media.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez claimed she
was “joking” about the world ending in
12 years due to climate change,
adding that anyone who believed her
is an idiot. The former bartender
backed away from her previous dire
warning. “You'd have to have the social
intelligence of a sea sponge to think
it's literal,” she said. Well, that when
she got burned, badly. You'll love this.

The information presented in our articles is the personal opinion of the author.
Each of our opinion columnists has their own experiences as Americans, which
factor into the conclusions that they draw. It is their commentary on the issue
reported. We encourage our readers to decide for themselves and use their own
critical thinking skills to draw a conclusion. Unlike mainstream outlets, we hope
our readers will think for themselves, delve deeper to find the truth, and start

r.a

. The content on Mad World News expresses a personal opinion, advocates a point of view

L
=

4 (e.g., onasocial or political issue), or is self-promotional. For the purpose of fact-checking,
it should be treated as such.

TN T EEE %7 W

noted at the top. BETE VIIer IS OINiNg a "Sex SUike”
protest the new “heartbeat” law 4
The content on Mad World News expresses a personal opinion, advocates a passed in the state of Georgia. Yes, i
point of view (e.g., on a social or political issue), or is self-promotional. For the that's right, the 73-year-old Trump
purpose of fact-checking, it should be treated as such. hater called on all the women in
Georgia to join her and “stop having
Stay informed by liking us on Facebook and following us on Twitter. sex with men,” hoping this would
upset the lawmakers. Many Hollywood
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Very probhlematic
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@ Chris Jeffreys
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This is really REALLY BIG.

HUGE...

From the CDC...

70.6% of those testing positive wore masks ALWAYS.
3.9% of those testing positive wore masks NEVER

This means that people who wear masks, are actually "collecting" the virus
in their masks.

The airborne particles are being absorbed into the Masks and staying on our
faces rather than dissipating.

A clear indication there is a correlation to more infected people wearing
masks than those who do not.

Mortsanty and Mortabty Weebdy Keport
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SARS-Cov-2 e 31et Juby 1-29, 2020
o
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Liberal Relieved He Never Has To
Introspect Again After Assembling
All The Correct Opinions
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The science of fake

Addressing fake news requires a multid
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1. Look for previous work

2. GO upstream

Web Literacy for
Student Fact-Checkers

J. Read laterally

hitps://webliteracy.presshooks.com/

By Mike Caulfield
Aka @holden



https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/

<simplest definition>

e general agreement [consensus) hy
e people Inthe Know.




e Fact-checking begins hy asking if a source of
Information IS in a position to know (different from
assessing “hias” — though that matters t00).



1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the
simplest thing you can do IS to see if someone has already done
the work for you.”

POLITIFACT

AT THE POYNTER INSTITUTE | WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

EDITIONS v TRUTH-O-METER™ v PEOPLE v PROMISES v PANTS ONFIRE ABOUTUS v DONATE ]

gnopes Q

Submit a Topic Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 FactChecks News Videos Archive AboutUs

E FACT C H EC K o O RG® A Project of The Annenberg Public Policy Center



1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the
simplest thing you can do is to see if someone has already done
the work for you.”

“Experts told The Associated Press there’s no

False documentation of bull sharks in the Great Lakes. The
. myth also has been debunked by organizations such as
1 sn“m' mln"acl the Shedd Aquarium (on Lake Michigan) and the Great Lakes
. Echo, produced by Michigan State University's Knight Center
S u

for Environmental Journalism.”

False “The user appears to have based this assumption on a
Winner Of $1.28 Billlon Lotsery . mistaken calculation based on the headline and not on
2 Gets $433:7 Milion Ater Tax sn“m- Po“t"act the content of the article itself, which details how the lottery

n_nns:l Innwwcan winnings get paid out and what taxes are owed.

“While Oz has said that he supports restrictions, he's been
Source: Politifact silent on the question of what criminal penalties, if any, should

be applied to patients or doctors.”
hitps://bit.ly/3bKaHr

Mns“ true “The CDC publishes data on the leading causes of death
| J among different demographic groups, providing the most
So“m: mln“acl reliable data. In 2020, the leading cause of death among

children ages one through 18 involved a firearm.”

https://bit.ly/3dkdFBy

“If infants are included, rankings of the leading causes of
death for children up to age 18 change.”




2. Go upstream

“Most weh content is not original. Get to the original source to
understand the trustworthiness of the information.”

- John W. Rich (Fake Tech Exec)
= @Cokedupoptions

Congratulations to the IRS on winning the $846.3

million Mega Millions Jackpot! F()l‘bes

= FOl'beS Subscribe Sign In TAXES * EDITORS' PICK
. Winner Of $1.28 Billion

> Lottery Gets $433.7 Million
Winner Of $1.28 Billion Lottery After Tax

Gets $433.7 Million After Tax

Robert W. Wood Senior Contributor ©
I focus on taxes and litigation.
Robert W. Wood

Senior Contributor ®

[ focus on taxes and litigation.

@ Listen to article 5 minutes

1:48 PM - Aug 2, 2022 - Twitter for Android
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2. Go upstream

4 __

MASS SCHOOL SHOOTING IN UVALDE, TEXAS

L U.S. SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER

D-New York, Majority Leader

NATE
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J. Read laterally

“Once you get to the source of a claim, read what other peopie say
ahout the source (publication, author, etc.). The truth is in the
network."

| - ] BREITBART

TRENDING: ~ HUNTERBIDEN ~ AMY CONEY BARRETT ~ CHINAVIRUS ~ DEMOCRAT CITY UNREST ~ CHEAT-BY-MAIL BATTLE ~ WOKE SPORTS

CARLSON: “WE HAVE MANDATORY
CONSENSUS — MASKS ARE GOOD, ANYONE i st s
WHO QUESTIONS THE UTTER GOODNESSOF 3 (2 © [E)

MASKS IS BAD'

Radicals Post Online

Guide to 'Disrupting’

Trump's 'Attempted !
Coup'

0 comments h I

Fact Check: Kamala
Harris Repeats False

Claims on Barrett,
Obamacare

O commen ts

Trump Returns to
the White House:
§ Don't Let
Coronavirus

0 comments

by JEFF POOR | 14 Oct 2020 a Exclusive — Grenell:
Trump Best
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All ratings are based on online content only — not TV, print, or radio content.
Ratings do not reflect accuracy or credibility; they reflect perspective only.
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Breitbart News

misogynistic, xenophobic, and racist

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Breitbart" redirects here. For other uses, see Breitbart (surname).

Breitbart News Network (known commonly as Breitbart News, Breitbart or Breitbart.com) is an American far-right[S] syndicated news, opinion and

commentary!”I18] website founded in mid-2007 by American conservative commentator A

ndrew Breitbart, who conceived it as "the Huffington Post of the

right".[4I9I110] ts journalists are widely considered to be ideologically driven, and some of its content has been called misogynistic, xenophobic, and racist by liberals
and many traditional conservatives alike.['!] The site hiis published a number of conspiracy theories!?l'3] and intentionally misleading stories.['4/°]

Breitbart News aligned with the alt-right under the mg@nagement of former executive chaifman Steve Bannon,['8! who declared the website "the platform for the alt-
right" in 2016.1'71 In 2016, Breitbart News became & virtual rallying spot for supporters off Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign.[“] The company's

management, together with former staff member Milo Yiannopoulos, solicited ideas for s
supremacist groups and individuals.!'8l['®] After the election, more than 2,000 organizati
campaigns denouncing the site's controversial positions.[20l211[22]123]

ories from, and worked to advance and market ideas of, neo-Nazi and white
pns removed Breitbart News from ad buys following Internet activism

Breitbart News is headquartered in Los Angelgs, with bureaus in Texas, London, and Jerusalem. Co-founder Larry Solov is the co-owner (along with Andrew

Breitbart's widow Susie Breitbart and the Mefcer family)24l and CEO, while Alex Marlow

' ideologically driven,

is the editor-in-chief, Wynton Hall is managing editor,/?®! and Joel Pollak!4]

Breitbart News Network

ART

BREITB

Type of site

Available in

Owner

Screenshot [show]
Politics
News and opinion
English
Breitbart News Network,
LLct

' has published a number of conspiracy theories!!2ll'3] and intentionally misleading stories.!'411°]
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INTERNET COMMUNICATIONS

Highly impulsive people who lean conservative are more likely to share false news stories. They have

In short, we did not find that third-party fact-checker warnings were
effective in reducing the spread of misinformation that is especially
pronounced among LCCs. This result is worrying given that our research
suggests that LCCs appear to be the primary drivers of the proliferation of
fake news. Social media networks therefore need to find a different solution
than just tagging stories with warning labels. Interventions based on the
assumption that truth matters may be inadequate. Another option might
involve social media companies monitoring fake news that has the potential
to hurt others, such as misinformation related to vaccines and elections, and

actively removing such content from their platform.



Digital readiness: The five groups along a spectrum from least ready to most ready
% of U.S. adults in each group

14%

5%
Relatively
hesitant —
52%
33%

The Unprepared

They have relatively lower levels of tech adoption and do not
use the internet for learning, need help setting up new tech
devices, and are not familiar with “ed tech” terms. The
Unprepared do not have confidence in their computer skills

and are not sure they can find trustworthy information online.

Traditional Learners

They are active learners and have technology, but are not
as likely to use the internet for pursuing learning and have
concerns about whether to trust online information.

The Reluctant

They have higher levels of digital skills than The
Unprepared, but they have low levels of awareness of
new education technology concepts. This translates into
relatively low use of the internet for learning.

Source: Survey conducted Oct. 13-Nov. 15, 2015.

“Digital Readiness Gaps”
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

MORE LIKELY TO HAVE THESE
CHARACTERISTICS

Women

Ages 50 and older

Lower income households
Lower levels of formal education

Women

Minorities

Age: 50 and older

Lower income households

Men

Age: 50 and older

Lower income households
Lower levels of formal education



Relatively
more |

prepared
48%

31%

17%

Cautious Clickers

They have high levels of tech ownership as well as
confidence in their online skKills and abilities to find
trustworthy information. But they are less familiar with
online learning terms and less apt than the Digitally Ready
to use online tools for learning.

Digitally Ready

They are ardent learners for personal enrichment. They
have technology and are confident about their digital skills
and abilities to find trustworthy online information. They
also know the most about online learning resources.

Source: Survey conducted Oct. 13-Nov. 15, 2015.
“Digital Readiness Gaps”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Higher income households
Some college experience
Age: In their 30s and 40s

Higher income households
Higher education level
Age: In their 30s and 40s
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Digital Literacy Doesn’t Stop the
Spread of Misinformation

Just because you can spot falsehoods doesn’t mean you won’t share them

By David Rand, Nathaniel Sirlin on July 15,2022 4w all 4l 13 L2 2

When we looked at the connection between digital literacy and the willingness
to share false information with others through social media, however, the
results were different. People who were more digitally literate were just as
likely to say they’d share false articles as people who lacked digital literacy.
Like the first finding, the (lack of) connection between digital literacy and
sharing false news was not affected by political party affiliation or whether the
topic was politics or the pandemic.
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BEHAVIOR | OPINION

Digital Literacy Doesn’t Stop the
Spread of Misinformation

Just because you can spot falsehoods doesn’t mean you won’t share them

By David Rand, Nathaniel Sirlin on July 15,2022 4w all 4l 13 L2 2

wouldn’t you be less likely to share falsehoods? A potential answer comes
although most people don’t want to spread misinformation, social media is
distracting: people are scrolling quickly, and their attention is drawn to social
validation and other feedback, such as how many likes their posts will get.
This means we often forget to even ask ourselves if a story is true or false
when considering, however quickly, whether to share it.






1. Professional fact-checking

Institutions: universities, news agencies, advocacy groups
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2. De-monetizing bad content

Institutions: platforms (Google, Facehook, Twitter, Amazon), government,
advocacy groups

» Google AdSense

Audience
Network




Institutions: platforms (Google, Facehook, Twitter, Amazon), tech companies
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Make structural changes
4. Reguilation

Institutions: government
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE1KWpoX9Hk
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