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Quiz: 
Fake news or real news? 
4 questions
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3 Planned Parenthood Votes TV ad:  

“Mehmet Oz is so extreme he wants to make abortion a 
crime in Pennsylvania.”



4 Senate speech, May 25, 2022:  

“The leading cause of death among children is a firearm.”



1
False  
Source: Politifact  
https://bit.ly/3QueJ40

“Experts told The Associated Press there’s no 
documentation of bull sharks in the Great Lakes. The 
myth also has been debunked by organizations such as 
the Shedd Aquarium (on Lake Michigan) and the Great Lakes 
Echo, produced by Michigan State University’s Knight Center 
for Environmental Journalism.”

2
False  
Source: Politifact 
https://bit.ly/3QlFCao

“The user appears to have based this assumption on a 
mistaken calculation based on the headline and not on 
the content of the article itself, which details how the lottery 
winnings get paid out and what taxes are owed.

3
Half true 
Source: Politifact 
https://bit.ly/3bKqHrj

“While Oz has said that he supports restrictions, he’s been 
silent on the question of what criminal penalties, if any, should 
be applied to patients or doctors.”

4
Mostly true 
Source: Politifact 
https://bit.ly/3dkdFBy 

“The CDC publishes data on the leading causes of death 
among different demographic groups, providing the most 
reliable data. In 2020, the leading cause of death among 
children ages one through 18 involved a firearm.” 

“If infants are included, rankings of the leading causes of 
death for children up to age 18 change.”

https://bit.ly/3QueJ40
https://bit.ly/3QlFCao
https://bit.ly/3bKqHrj
https://bit.ly/3dkdFBy


ONLINE ➡ IRL



Source: Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-disinformation-idUSKBN2BS0RZ?taid=606af4c8a0a3570001acce1f&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter


Source: Public Religion Research Institute

https://www.prri.org/research/qanon-conspiracy-american-politics-report/




In the last 2 weeks alone . . . 







“The ideal subject of totalitarian 
rule is not the convinced Nazi or 
the convinced Communist, but 
people for whom the distinction 
between fact and fiction (i.e. the 
reality of experience) and the 
distinction between true and 
false … no longer exist.” 

—Hannah Arent, 1951



As problematic content; different from “real 
news”

fake news

As a critique of “mainstream media”1
2

 Muddled from the start 



Buzzfeed 

November 16, 2016 
(13 days after the election)



First mention of “fake news” from Trump on Twitter 

December 10, 2016 (about a month after the election)



https://trends.google.com/

https://trends.google.com/


fake news as 

critique of “mainstream media”1



Trump calls CNN “fake news” at his first press 
conference since Election Day. 

January 11, 2017 (9 days before inauguration)





information operations
misinformation

disinformationpropaganda

low-quality news 
content

junk news

false news

problematic content; as different from “real 
news”2

What is fake?
What is news?

fake news as 
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fake news is 

“…more than a widening of 
partisanship and the misleading 
use of social media to spread 
disinformation; it’s about the 
social sharing of trust, 
credibility, and evidence in the 
making of an informed citizenry.”



Empower users

Make structural changes

How do we address it?
1

2



Empower users

3. Read laterally 

https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/

1. Look for previous work

2. Go upstream

By Mike Caulfield 
Aka @holden

(with WEB literacy)

https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/


Facts
Claims about which there is 
• general agreement (consensus) by  
• people in the know.

<simplest definition>



Facts
• Not all claims are statements of fact. Facts require 

consensus. 

• Fact-checking begins by asking if a source of 
information is in a position to know (different from 
assessing “bias” — though that matters too). 

• Facts are not the same thing as truth. However, facts 
help us assess truth and thus give important shape to 
our realities.



1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the 
simplest thing you can do is to see if someone has already done 
the work for you.”



1. Look for previous work

“When fact-checking a particular claim, quote, or article, the 
simplest thing you can do is to see if someone has already done 
the work for you.”



2. Go upstream

“Most web content is not original. Get to the original source to 
understand the trustworthiness of the information.”



2. Go upstream

“Most web content is not original. Get to the original source to 
understand the trustworthiness of the information.”



3. Read laterally 

“Once you get to the source of a claim, read what other people say 
about the source (publication, author, etc.). The truth is in the 
network."







However, different users 
have different levels of 
digital readiness.













Make structural changes
1. Professional fact-checking
2. Demonetizing bad content
3. Better content moderation
4. Regulation



1. Professional fact-checking

Make structural changes

Institutions: universities, news agencies, advocacy groups



2. De-monetizing bad content
Institutions: platforms (Google, Facebook, Twitter, Amazon), government, 
advocacy groups

Make structural changes



3. Better content moderation
Institutions: platforms (Google, Facebook, Twitter, Amazon), tech companies

Make structural changes



4. Regulation
Institutions: government

Make structural changes



fake news?

What is the future of



Deep fakes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE1KWpoX9Hk


Resources for combating fake news
jasonluther.net/fakenews

http://jasonluther.net/fakenews

